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ACADBff OF SCI3KCES TORUS NOT INSTITUTES - Izvestlya, No SJ f 5 Fob 49 

ihe aanuai meeting of the Academy of Sciences USSR was held in Moscow 
on ?. February . It was announced that In 1948 the Academy of Sciences USSR 

*r' •>, < < ate '* : h * 4 rastltute of Hi gh Mo lecular Compounds, the In- 

stitute of .reel sion Mechanics and Calculator 7 the Marine Kvdro- 
pbyelcc -natltute, and the Petroleum. Institute. 


cC IKNTIST3 RECEIVE AWARDS -- Vecbernayaya Moskva, No 106, 5 May 49 

med ® ls and two Prizes for outstanding work in science were 
nccD todajr at a session of the Presidium of the Academy of Sciences 
Academician B A, Vvedenskiy (radiophysics and radio engineering) 
eceived the Gold Medal imeni A. S. Popov for 1949. The Gold Medal imenj. 

f =r n a ® ttwarded Posthumously to Profeesor S, A. 
iakharov (soil science). Co responding Member N. I. Akhiyezer of the 
Wemy of Sciences Ukrainian SSR received the Prize imeni P. L. Chebyshev 
TT a ; ' e < N * Shchukin, known for his research in the 

srsr.sii S d the PrUe “ A * A ^-«erskiy for t*8 


SSS, 5?5 - *» »• 1 «* *»> 

a , P _ r r he ^ f ?i 1 ^ n8 ha f been P ub ^shod on the record-breaking bal2oon 
accent o. IP, ICO meters made by the free balloon SSSR vp.79 on 07 April 

The ascent began at C $28 from the airfield of Muln Administration of 
hydrometeorological Service, Soviet of Ministers USSR. 
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'I’iie balloon rose 5/000 meters in the first 20 minutes, the rate of ascent 
up re this point being 1.5-2 meters per second. The crew, A. F. Krikun and F. P. 
Poles ukhin, then put on oxygen masks. The ascending speed increased to 6 meters 
per second. The balloon first went in a northeastern direction, and the; in a 
‘southerly direction, toward Moscow. At 6,900 meters the baUooa travelled In a 

. .. d. i. t. .3 * ~ . . A J- rr rv/"»A . 1 - ^ u-». «- 1 - -oV. .4 — —I mWawm 

i.J l V» OCA. OJ. AJT VA XX DO bX VII • rto I UKJbvio LUIO CLCJ i/Vun. vi* ** OJ^uwa jiuui. 

The free ascent continued up to a height of 9*200 meters, where the first zone 
of equilibrium was reached. Here the crew jettisoned some ballast. The ascent 
Continued at a rate of 2-5 meters per second. At 0700, south of Podol'sk, the 
balloon reached a height of 12,100 meters. The temperature at this height was 
57 degrees below zero. A thick: haze was on the horizon, and visibility was more 
than 60 kilometers. 

The rate of descent to 9,5GO meters was 1.5-2 meters per second. Then it 
increased considerably, and the crew was obliged to jettison 'some equipment and 
the remaining ballast. The landing was made successfully near the viLlage of 
Yaknhino, Dubenekiy Bay on, Tula Oblast, at 0805 . 

All navigation instruments which recorded altitude, speed of ascent, and 
flight curve were turned over to the Sports Commission of the Central Aviation 
Club USSR 1 men l V. P. Chkalov. 


DASHAVA ; GAS USED FOR METAL WORE — Pravda Ukrainy, No 15, 19 Jan 49 

The Institute of Electric Welding, Academy of Sciencee Ukrainian SSP, has 

investigated the poanihilitlee of using natural gas from Dashava for oxygen 
cutting of steel and welding of certain nonferrous metals. Preliminary tests 
have shown that natural gas, having a high calorific value and a sufficient, 
flame temperature, can be used with good results. 

Thr cutting speed was the same as In the case of acetylene, and the cut 
surface was considerably smoother. The cost of cutting with natural gas is 
96-97 percent less than cutting with acetylene. At the same time, natural gae 
makes working much easier, since it eliminates the expenditure of scarce 
calcium carbide and the need for constant attention to the gas generator. 

KAZAKHSTAN ACADEMY ORGANIZES EXPEDITION «- EHusnaya Zvezda, No 19, 25 Jan 49 

The Academy of 3oieaces Kazakh pSR hac developed and approved a plan for 
further study of the resources cf the Republic This year, 166 expeditions are 
being sent out to the desert of central Kazakhstan and to the Tyan'-Staan' and 
Altay Mountains to search for new mineral deposits, survey production problems, 
and study the flora and fauna, and the history of Kazakhstan. 

SCIENTISTS STUDY EARTHQUAKB3 — So/etskaya Moldaviya, No 82, ?4 Apr U9 

Soviet scientists are working on a method of predicting earthquakes, 
according to a statement by Prof M. A. Pavlov of the Moldavian SSR, but as yet 
have found no sign by which earthquakes can be predicted. 

ACADEMICIAN G. 0. CRAFT 10 DIES — Izvestiya, No 104, 5 May 49 

Academic: an G. 0. Graftio, a pioneer in Soviet hydroelectric power, has 
died. Graftio participated in the construction of the Svir GES end was a 
leading participant In the GOKLSO plan. An Active Member of the Academy of 
Sciencee JSSR since 1936, he held the v.vdor of Lenin and the Order ot labor 
Red Banner. 
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